
As I was going to the recycling center today, I passed the postman (or, 
the mail man in U.S). He was sitting in his cute little mail van, next to 
the mail boxes where he was inserting all of the letters, cards, and 
junk mail. I pulled over and asked him for our mail which he very 
kindly gave me. Back in the car, I had a quick look through the 
collection of things that he had given me, and I found two official 
looking envelopes from the U.S Department of State, - the place 
where you get important documents. "I don't believe it," I said to 
myself, "they've arrived!" The passports that I had sent off for, for my 
two youngest children, had been issued. When I sent in the 
applications, I was told that it would take six weeks. It had taken only 
three, so I was amazed to see them in my hands. It's a miracle! 
Government paperwork has been completed early! This is one for the 
history books! Okay, I won't go on. I opened the envelopes and found 
two, brand new, dark blue U.S passports. Of course I quickly looked 
for the photos. My son looked very serious; he had had a big smile on 
his face, but then the photographer had told him not to. So he had 
quickly turned his happy face into one that looked very serious indeed. 
My daughter, the day before the photos, had decided to cut her fringe 
(or bangs in the U.S). So, her forehead had a large, triangular chunk 
of hair missing. Well, I suppose she is still very cute in the photo, and 
she'll be able to change it in about five years. So, our most important 
documents for traveling this Summer are ready. That's one thing that I 
can cross off my list of things to do. Most of our flights are booked; I 
just have to tie up a few loose ends and book some rental cars, and 
our plans will be complete. There is a lot involved in making a big trip, 
but I'm glad that we have the all-important documents already here.

Grammar notes.

Expressions with the preterite: to tie up loose ends, kindly, this is one 
for the history books.

1. Why did you leave the project unfinished? You need to tie up all the 
loose ends.

2. My car broke down, but a passer-by kindly helped me get a tow-
truck.

3. I don't believe it! You did the washing up! This is one for the history 
books.
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