Squirt Guns.

I have noticed recently in the shops, a new season of toys on the shelves. When | say a season of toys,
what | mean is a new set of toys for this warmer season. The Summer toys are here, and they have a
very outdoorsy and watery theme. As you browse the aisles, you will find goggles and snorkeling gear,
noodles which are made of Styrofoam (also for swimming), buckets, spades, parasols, and slip 'n’
slides. Let me explain what some of these are. A noodle is a piece of cheap Styrofoam that looks like a
giant noodle, but is usually a bright, primary color. It is perfect for hanging on to, or wrapping around
oneself. You can even bash a friend on the head with it, without hurting anyone at all. It's a floatation
device, of sorts. A slip 'n’ slide, on the other hand, is a very long, and wide, sheet of plastic that
sometimes has perforated hoses running down its length. The hoses wet the sheet, and you and your
friends run as fast as you can, and jump stomach first onto the plastic sheet. You then slip and slide all
the way to the end. Now, they come in all shapes and sizes, from the simple sheets that you have to wet
yourselves, to the cave-like slip 'n’ slides that have inflatable sides, moving hoses, door flaps, and other
features that increase the fun, and the speed at which you slide. One other Summer toy that kids love is
the squirt gun. And you know that there are many different kinds. This past weekend, during the
baseball tournament that we went to, there was a birthday party for one of the players. Squirt guns were
some of his presents; and there was a swimming pool in the hotel. Well, it was like a war scene in the
pool. We parents, sitting at the side to supervise and keep our kids safe, were sitting ducks. That means
that we were prime targets. Even giving our children serious looks didn't make any difference. The
coach even got a good squirt right at his head. Boys with squirt guns just have to be left to squirt until
they are tired. They had a blast, and made new friends, and I'm sure some new enemies. The streams of
water were hitting people in the side of the head, on the chest, and in the ears. You couldn't help but
laugh. It's a good job that we don't have a pool; | don't fancy being a sitting duck again any time soon.

Grammar notes.

Related expressions: any time soon, a sitting duck, outdoorsy, a feature.

1. He won't be coming back any time soon (an Americanism).

2. If you camp here where the mosquitos are, you'll be sitting ducks. They'll have you for breakfast!
3. That family is very outdoorsy; they are always hiking or camping in the wilderness.

4. My camera has a very useful timer feature; I use it often.
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